AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Feb. 14

Statement on the Killing of a British Soldier in Northern Ireland

February 13, 1997

I am grieved and outraged by the callous Kkill-
ing of a British soldier in Northern Ireland yes-
terday. The First Lady and | extend our deepest
sympathy to the soldier’s family and to the Brit-
ish Government and people on the loss of this
young man. We wish the authorities success in
bringing the murderers swiftly to justice.

All those who care about the future of North-
ern Ireland must join me in condemning this
cowardly crime. | remain convinced that the
people of both of Northern Ireland’s traditions

want to take the path of peace and reconcili-
ation, not hatred and violence.

The Belfast talks chaired by Senator Mitchell
continue to have my full support. I urge all
those taking part, who share a commitment to
democratic values, to move as rapidly as possible
into substantive negotiation about the future of
Northern Ireland.

The loyalists and their leaders have shown
great courage and restraint in not allowing
themselves to be drawn into an escalating spiral
of violence. | urge them to remain steadfast.

Remarks on Receiving the “Adoption 2002” Report and an Exchange With

Reporters
February 14, 1997

The President. Thank you very much, Olivia.
Ladies and gentlemen and boys and girls, thank
you all for being here. | also want to say a
special word of thanks to some Members of
Congress who are not here today but who have
done an enormous amount of work on this issue,
including Senators Rockefeller, Chafee, and
DeWine, and Congresswoman Kennelly and
Congressman Camp.

Let me begin by also saying Happy Valen-
tine’'s Day. All the kids look wonderful. The
rest of us look all right, too—[laughter]—but
the kids look especially wonderful.

I want to thank you, Olivia, for the work
you've done. And | want to thank the First
Lady for the work she has done on this issue
over more than 20 years now. I'll never forget
the first conversation we had, shortly after we
were married, about a case that she had involv-
ing a child in foster care who wanted to become
an adopted child. I didn’t know very much about
it before then, and ever since then this issue
has been of consuming interest to me because
of what | learned through her. And | thank
her for that.

We know that our children’s fundamental
well-being depends upon safety and stability,
that without these, children have a very hard
time in this complicated, challenging world of

ours. We know that far too many of our own
children are indeed now in danger in the homes
in which they live. The public child welfare sys-
tem was created to provide a temporary haven
for those children but not to let them languish
forever in foster care.

As you heard Olivia say, we have nearly half
a million of our children in foster care today.
Nearly 100,000 will never return to their original
homes. Many of those children still will never
know what it's like to live in a real home until
they grow up and start their own families. But
it does not have to be that way. We can find
adoptive and other permanent families for wait-
ing children like these fine children who have
joined us today and the children whose valen-
tines you see hanging behind me and here in
front.

In December | asked the Department of
Health and Human Services to come up with
an aggressive legislative and administrative strat-
egy to double the number of children we move
from foster care to permanent homes annually
by the year 2002 and to move them there much
more quickly. I'm proud to say that the Depart-
ment went to work to produce this blueprint
for achieving our goal.

Now we have to move quickly to put this
plan into action, so that no child is deprived
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